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K,S'MOItANDU.\!! rOH TMJC SKCRETARY OF STATE 
ilJ EJECT: National S*curit)r Actie«& Memorandum 156 


Tkia ia to adviee ftat with reference to ^e aekjeet memo- 
raadursi. tlie Director of Central IntelUfence wUl repreeeat thU Agency 
ia tke committee to be esta^ielieti by tlie Department of State to 
eatabliah a position codacerail^^ tke uee oi outor space* la Ike event 
tkst tkc JDirector of Cwatral feteUl^nee is oaakle to attend eommitfes 
meetings, ks wUl ke represented 1^ tke iDopoty Director £er ftesearck. 
Dr. Herbert ScoviUe, Jr. 
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(Signed) Marshall S. Carter 

I4arsiydl S. Carter 
Dieateaanl Coaarai. USA 
Acting Director 


cc: Secretary of Dafeaee 

Director, KaUoaai Aeroaaxidics 
and Space Adxnksistratioe 
Director, Arn^s Control ai^ 
Disarmament Agency 




/ 

:1 


Exec. Dir. /LBKirkpatrick:jrc (29 May 62) 

Distribution; 

Orig & 1 - Addressee 

1 « each of above 
lr---E3£ee.-Dir,^^Ghron© - 
1 - ER w/basic l.v' 

1 - DDCI 

^ cc' 

Approved For Release 2003/10/07 : CIArRDP80B01676R002900230001 


TS / 

?1c. 




-WSECRFT 




•Approved For Release 200341p/07 : CIA-RDP80B01676R002900230Qitl-7 

'mi Aiiri'E MOUSE 

UNGTO ■ 


TOP SECRET May 26, 1962 

NATIONAL. SECUP.Il Y ACTIO MEMORANDUM 156 

TO: The Secretary of S';ate 

The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Inte . -e 
Ine Director, National Aerona ; anu 
Space A dm inis -ation 

The Director, Ar ~ .> Control and Disarma^ ent 
* Agency 


1. We are now engager m several international negotiations 
on disarmament and peaceful uses of outer space. These 
negotiations are likely to continue for a long time, and 
may well grow in scope. They raise the problem of what 
constitutes legitimate use of outer space, and in particular 
the question of satellite reconnaissance. 


2. In view of the great nationax security importance of 
our satellite reconnaissance programs, I tfina it desirable 
that we carefully review these negotiations w - ? Mew to 
formulating a position which avoids the dangers o:. re- 
stricting ourselves, compromising highly clast i„ed oro- 
grams, or providing assistancu of significant m..i,ary 
value to the Soviet Union and which at the same time 
permits us to continue to work for disarmament and 
international cooperation in space. Accordingly, I 
request that the Department of State organize a com- 
mittee for this purpose, with representatives of all 
addressees with sufficient standing to permit them to 
be fully cognizant of all our pragrams in this area. 

I wish to receive your report a; d recommendations by 
1 July. 
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DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 


May 29i 1962 


rorit The Secretary of Defense 

Director, Central InbelliE^^'^ce Agency 

Mmintstrator, Matlonal J^eroruiutics and Space A^riainistration 
Director, VS /jrna Cortrol and Disarmament Agency 


SUSJiiCTt HSAI-I 15o* 156. 



Pur 3 \iant to National Securl^ Action ibmorai dum Ko„ 156 of 
iiay 26, 1962, I propoee to hold a aeoting in my office (Room 7207) 
at 2:30 p.me Friday, June 1, of those who will be the principal 
rapresontativea on this subject of tlie *)epartrcents and Agencies 
to which the USAK was directed# It will be essential that such 
reprenentatives be fully cleared to permit full discussion of all 
aspects of the questions mentioned in the NSAII# 


1 would appreciate being informed Tjhether the time of the 
meeting Is convenient, and the naases of ti !0 persons from youi' 
agency who t/ill attend. 


I Tiould pro-pose at this first Toeeting to discuss: (a) the 

organiaational aspects, both intara- arai Inter-DepartTssntal, for 
handling this subject on a coritifniing basisj and (b) ;;uldelin 0 a 
for a working group to begin the drafting of tha report and recom- 
inendations requested by the NSAH#. 


Co - liTo Carl uaysen 
Tha l.Tiite House 
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2 9 MAY 1962 


MEMORANDUM FOR: XMputy' Director (Rttsearch) 


SUBJECT 

REFERENCE 


Fonattlatioa of PoUcios <m C^or ^aca 
National Security Action Memorandum 156 


i. The Agency hae been advised by National Security Action 
Memorandum 156 that the Department of State will organise a com- 
mittee to formnlato a position on the legitimate use of otRer space, 
and is particular the question of satellite reconnaissance. The memo- 
randum indicates that CIA will be expected to participate on this com- 
mittee and that the President wishes to receive a report and recom- 
mendations by the 1st of July. 

2* As you are well aware this is an extremely important 
subject with the greatest seed for a carefully prepared position to bo 
followed by careful negotiation by the United States delegate to the 
United Nations* Outer Space Committee. Ton are also aware of the 
fact that prior action in the United Nations by the United States delegate 
placed ns in a vary difficult position. It is a matter of major importance 
that the satellite reconaaissance program of the United States not be 
frustrated by Soviet diplomatic moves. & should be the objective of 
CIA to insure that the United States' position is calculated to permit us 
to continue this vital program. 


3. Will you insure th^ the DCI's office is kept constantly 
aa^ currently informed of all deimLopmesita in this area. Attached 
is a letter to the Secrotary of BtMe indicating fiud Mther the OCI or 
yourself will represent the Agency in this matter. 


,i. 5^): T3 (p i', 

L ReviC'W Bats: 

- hr 7^-3 
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(Signed) Marshall S. Carter 

Marshall S. Carter 
LdeutenaM Ceneral, USA 
Acting Director 
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22 May 1962 


MEMORANDUM FOR; General Carter 


]3u.ring my conference with Secretary hlcNamara and. 
Deputy Secretary Gilpatric this morning, the question was raised 
as to participation by the Department of Defense and CLA in the 
formulation of policies to be followed by the US delegation to the 
United Nations Outer Space Committee. 

Dr. Scoville had earlier indicated to me that the Agency 
was dependent on the Department of Defense to represent our views 
on this subject. It became evident during my discussions in 
Secretary McNamara's office that the Department of Defense 
officials were themselves somewhat uncertain about their own 
role. It was Secretary McNamara's view, in which I concur, 
that State, Defense, and CIA should be in close consultation in 
all stages of formulating and developing US policies on this 
subject. 


Mr. Alexis Johnson subsequently agreed with me that 
all three parties should participate both in working groups and in 
meetings of the principals on this subject. 

This question is of great importance, particularly in 
view of Dr. Killian's recent letter to the President outlining 
the need for careful negotiation bearing in mind the possibility 
of a diplomatic move by the Soviets aimed at frustrating our 
satellite reconnaissance program. In the past, the subject has 
been discussed from time to time at the Special Group, and I 
shall see that this continues to be done. I believe that the DD/R 
and his staff should serve on the various working groups and 
Mr. Alexis Johnson has concurred. 


I wish to be kept informed on these matters which are of 
obvious importance to our national security. 
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Central Intelligenc A.gency 


Office of the Deputy Director 
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